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The Heinrich Pette Institute, Leibniz 
Institute for Experimental Virology

1948 The Heinrich Pette Institute was established as 
the “Research Foundation for Spinal Poliomyelitis” 
by Heinrich and Edith Pette as well as the patron 
 Philipp F. Reemtsma.

1955 The Research Foundation for Spinal Poliomyelitis  
was incorporated into the group of institutes 
 supported by the “Königsteiner Abkommen“ 
 (renamed the “Blue List Institutes” in 1977).

1964 After the death of Professor Dr. Heinrich Pette the 
Research Foundation for Spinal Poliomyelitis was 
renamed the “Heinrich Pette Institute for Experi-
mental Virology and Immunology at the University 
of Hamburg”.

1995 The “Blue List Working Committee” (Blue List 
 Institutes) becomes the Leibniz Association (WGL). 

2011 The foundation was renamed the  
“Heinrich Pette Institute, 

 Leibniz Institute for 
 Experimental  Virology”.
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EXPERIMENTAL VIROLOGY  
Research for Diagnosis and Therapy

The aim of the HPI is to pave the way for improved therapeu-
tic approaches and diagnostic procedures by conducting basic 
experimental research. The focus is on viral infections such 
as AIDS, influenza and hepatitis but also on emerging viral 
diseases. 
 
Many of the viruses investigated at the HPI are closely as-
sociated with the development of tumours in humans and 
are very useful tools to discover and understand basic cell 
biological and viral processes.  Thus, the potential of the HPI’s 
basic research in virology reaches far beyond the character of 
the diseases studied.

The HPI’s scientific investigations are organised into over-
arching subject areas encompassed by two programs and 
structured in departments, research groups and junior 
 research groups.

Scientists conduct comprehensive studies of infection 
process es using the Institute’s state-of-the-art technology 
platforms, such as high-throughput sequencing, bioinforma-
tics, BSL2/BSL3-small animal infection models and sophisti-
cated imaging technology.

The HPI is funded in part by the Federal Ministry of Health (BMG)  
and the federal states’ (Länder) combined research fund, which is  
represented by Hamburg´s Ministry of Science and Research (BMF).

The HPI investigates human pathogenic viruses. The 
aim of our research is to understand virus-induced di-
seases and to develop new therapeutic approaches. 
(The Institute’s mission statement)
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