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HPI positively evaluated as Leibniz institution
The funding of the HPI as a Leibniz institution will be continued
Hamburg/Berlin. In an independent scientific evaluation process, the Senate of the Leibniz
Association has certified that the Leibniz Institute for Experimental Virology (HPI) in
Hamburg has conducted successful research on human pathogenic viruses, that its
development is continuing dynamically, and that its reorientation and recruitment are
strategically sound. The federal and state governments (Bund & Länder) are recommended
to continue the joint funding of the HPI.
HPI was evaluated by an external review committee in November 2020; due to the pandemic
in a digital replacement procedure. In the statement now published on July 1, 2021, the Senate
of the Leibniz Association emphasizes that the HPI is very successful in its research on human
pathogenic viruses. Since the last evaluation, the HPI has dynamically continued its positive
development. Personnel changes have been used strategically by the institute for the
realignment of work units and excellent scientists have been recruited as their heads.
The Senate positively emphasizes the close cooperation of the research departments, research
groups and junior research groups as well as the technology platforms at the HPI. It contributes
significantly to the very positively evaluated research achievements. The institute's work
ranges from basic research to medical translation. A particularly remarkable success in this
respect was the development of a completely new gene therapy approach in HIV therapy.
The Leibniz Senate welcomes the fact that further strengthening of translation into clinical
practice is planned at the HPI for the next few years and that studies on viral zoonoses and
emerging viruses, including SARS-CoV-2, which are highly relevant to health policy, are to be
expanded. In addition, the Senate supports the strong integration of bioinformatics methods,
which are currently being intensively pursued not only at the institute but also within the
framework of the Leibniz Science Campus InterACt together with the University of Hamburg,
the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf and other important partner institutions
in the region.
The funding of the HPI as a Leibniz institution is to be continued. A renewed review of the
funding requirements will take place after the regular seven-year period.
Prof. Dr. Thomas Dobner, Scientific Director of the HPI: "We are very pleased that we
succeeded in achieving such an outstanding result in the evaluation process. Last year, we
continued to massively expand our research, so that 2020 was also an extremely successful
year overall, despite all the Corona measures. I am therefore certain that in the coming years,
especially with the new focus areas, the institute will continue to achieve outstanding research
achievements on human pathogenic viruses, whose control is of utmost importance for public
health."

Contact persons at the HPI:
Prof. Dr. Thomas Dobner, Scientific Director
thomas.dobner@leibniz-hpi.de
Phone: 040/48051-301
-1-

Dr. Franziska Ahnert
Phone: 040/48051-108
presse@leibniz-hpi.de

Contact
Prof. Dr. Thomas Dobner,
Scientific Director
Phone: 040/48051-301
thomas.dobner@leibnizhpi.de

Katja Linke,
Administrative Director
Phone: 040/48051-102
katja.linke@leibniz-hpi.de

@HPI
Katja Linke, Administrative Director
katja.linke@leibniz-hpi.de
Phone: 040/48051-102

Lead 586 characters incl. spaces
Remaining text 2.387 + 1.238 characters incl. spaces
Download the PDF of the press release: https://www.hpi-hamburg.de/en/currenttopics/press/singleview/archive/1970/article/hpi-als-leibniz-einrichtung-positivevaluiert//?tx_ttnews%5Bmonth%5D=01&cHash=9c7f68a399d6eb546a008ede3c0c38f7

LEIBNIZ INSTITUTE FOR EXPERIMENTAL VIROLOGY (HPI)
The Leibniz Institute for Experimental Virology (HPI) conducts research into human pathogenic viruses with the aim
of understanding virus-related diseases and developing new therapeutic approaches.
On the basis of basic experimental research, new starting points for improved procedures for the treatment of viral
diseases such as AIDS, influenza and hepatitis, but also of emerging viral infections, are to be developed. With its main
research areas, HPI covers the world's most important viral infectious agents.
Founded in 1948, the institute's origins go back to the patron Philipp F. Reemtsma and the neurologist Heinrich Pette.
As a foundation under civil law, HPI is a non-profit and independent research institution that has been a member of
the Leibniz Association (WGL) since 1995. The institute is funded proportionally by the German Federal Ministry of
Health (BMG) and the joint research funding of the federal states, represented by the Ministry of Science, Research,
Equality and Districts (BWFGB) of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. In addition, a large proportion is obtained
through competitive procedures.
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